
Science versus the dust mite 

T ht incrC;l\C in ol\l h11Hl .111t.J rcJau.;d 
~prr:uory compiJuu~ tn Au!llrd1i.t 

hu reached Jl.~rmin!! proporrinns. 
While looking for A cure i~ keeping 

mcdi~~l •nd uthcr profcuions busy. 
CSIRO >cicnti>t> .trc tJkin!( other tacks. 

Dusr mir~' .uc .1 m.tjor ..:.au)c uf 
ullcrgic rcsponw\ .uul chc con..li[ion:. 

uru lcr which lhl'Y thrt vc arc well 
undcrs1ootl. Uur the: Univcrc; iry of 
Sydnc)'' ' Dcp;ortmcnt of Medicine 
reccntly a,ke<J C\IRO for mfonnation 
lhom eh~ microdtm;ltt" and matenals 
in t\ustraliJn hou\c~ ;ond chetr 
rcbtiunship tu high mite f<-.,.cfs. 

A<eor<lin!( cu CSIRO Di ... ision of 
Budtli ng. Cuu.\lrll<tion Jnd Engi n
t·cri ng, ,.e,c:udwr 1\ ,m Colc. duM mi te~ 

enjoy near-peri'Cu hrt·<·tlint .1nd Jiving 
condition~ in many p.llh of Au~ualia: 
;ar lea~r ~ooct humidi.-.• .ancJ moder;uc 
cempc:nmre,. 

' In the Norrhrrn llemO<phcre, tf 

humidit)· IJII< tO bclo\\ •10°o. chc mne> 

dchydrau: :tnd when ~urnmtr (.Utuc:\ 

tlu.·rc .tr(' ~0 r~w lcfr th.1t ctu:r~.· i\11 t ;) 

poflULation explosion.' Colt 'aY' In 
I>cnm.ark chc:): vc ukcn thh n.uuul 
<)« urrcnc~ •nd prolunt;cd it b) 
dc..·,·doptttg or;;pt.··ci.JI vcntib.timl .trtd hc..::.tt· 
rctovcry systc rns wh tch rcc..lu,c 
luttnidicy 10 bdow 40°&. 1\ut dw 
CC('h nolngy i~ ~xp~n!\ iVc, :am( ttt:ty IIUl 

be fH3Ctical in Auscra lt:o, whccc t he 
uuc,idc: humidiry is not mueh lower 

thJn inlidc Jnywa).' 

Culc up cite 1<><.•1 mi<rodinute 
ncnh to ltc <tudtcd in ,(cuil bcror~ 

tlchumidtfh.acion ~chcmc .. ''ul.iblc 
for Au,tralittn tondition-, .uc t.lcvd 
opcd. 

Anochc..·r re.or;;e:archer ;u the.· Uivl\tUih 
Su:,•c Uro,vn, i4> inve~dg~uing dw .. t mite 

Incl. 111 dillcrcm type< of carpet .tncl 
hutiJcng>. He sars limited \ludics 

cwrr\t'." h.ne ~ho\\ n thlt mite: le' eh 
.uc- rnu«.h lo"cr in ~omc t.:ariKb. but 
die r . .u.: tor~ invoh·ed. such .l~ c...rrpct 

Making sense of the 

pile. fihro cvpc .tttd ins.·cticidal 
lft'aunc.·nt, .Ut" punrly urulcr~tood. 

'\Y/c \\.UH tn .1\\l"\\ thest factor' by 
combuung l::ahnr:tton· C''\f>rriment~ otnd 

fidd "'"'"'" 111 l11nldmg>. Bro"n S.l\' 

' \X' c kno" that trl .111> location . 
tliiTercnt building' c.tn v.try enormously 

m rhdr level, vf hou<c tlu" mite>. I r we 
can identify d tu>< 1:'-IOf\ of bu ild ing 
de>ign or m.trt·ri.l l >clcotiun th;ct le;~d to 
low mit{' lc..·,•d,, cht..'\C c.:Jn he uscc..l fm 
mire control in fuwre huiltlings.~ 

Du \I '"""' "tll p10b•hl) nt'\ rr he 
wiped ou1 >hnj:~lhcr. E•·cn il dtc) 

were. there would be • ri<k thll a I""' 
we lil..cd c\CII lc;s might rak< th~ir 
place. Cnlc ""' Brown "'> a rcali<1ic 
goaJ would lw 10 rcrlm:c th~ Ju)C rnitc 
popul:uion f1Hm tt:m. of dwu.s.mJs .1 

~c1uarc metre w huudreO~. 

Conrnn: INIII ( olr or Su11r Llrown. 
Dit,isitm of Hmltlrug. CoiiJtructiou mu/ 
£,gi,urin.t;. /'0 Hov 56. HtgiNII, l'u 
(03) 25]6()()(), f,t.\ (03) 252 62,1'1. 

w e ather 

Mc:Lac..u~ •. 1 \H\Hhc:t .ul.llrsis ~ofl'\\"'Jrt" p.ac...kag( t..lc:vdo}J'l"<i 
by Dt John Donnell) and collc.tgucs Jl th< Div<>ion of 

Plant lndmm·, ICJ><C>CIHS J breakthrough for fJrmcr,, l•nd 
manager~ and the .a"ru.ultur.ll fmurf."\ market. 

Titc J>.t<k.tgc, "ludt <OSIS I<SS rh"n $~00. prm itfc, l(<CS> 
lO dally Wt.'.uhct d:ua and allows u~er\ to c~linutc th~ 
l ikdihood of 4iJ'.I\.'(.If"ict.l we:1rher p:uu~ rns or event) .u any 
lotation, h:1\ed 011 pa(it l'Xpcricncc. ~I hi..:; nw.tn' 'IJOI'tiug boJio 
c::J n be n.·~ured ch:H the pit...nic race mcC'ting j, le~) likd)' to be 
rained OU I :oud f'nt ii iCI!> <311 JSSCSS the odds or <:Ottti uucd 
drought or dtoo'>C 1 he lx">t period tor har\'c<l. 

1\lct.tt<O\\. m.crkct<Xl by llotimn ' f\-chnology. C<>n on>ly\C 
wcatht'r rct.onf~ ror up 10 18 clcmerH~ including r:un . 

c'·.1por.uum. tt'mp<"nrurc. "ind. thuru.Jc,,torms ~nd fro~t . lt 
can ~ u\NI 10 bdp «".la:~ p;uturn .and \.top 'J.rictio thJt .,uu 
lut.ll wc.uher p.utcna .end to help rcgionol and loc•l 
auchoricir' dcn~lop policio w c...upc wit h dim.tte e-xtre-nle~ <uch 
"'drough t. b,.f(<rc rhcy oc~ur. 

Flniblr Jnd c.t~) 10 use. Mcraccc" nua on IBM
compatiblc per~onal tomputers. lt di,piJy• m~nu> and 
dialogue bo,.,., ch.n cn.lblc the US<r to <e:lc:ct IOCilily or intcrC>t. 
information rct)lltrCtl J nd !)'pC or dispby. 

Wendw c· records collccccd l>y the Au,u.tlian llurc.tu n l 
Meteorology .<re included as dat.t in M«acccss. T he progr>m 
.tho ;,llluw' u\ero;; 1hc opponunily lO cuteJ '"c.:lthcr record( frnm 
mht"r M}lll(.~. 

umtlltt: Or Jolm Oo1m~lly. CSJRO Dir•iston of Plt1111 lndtUI'f)'• 
GPO Jlo, /600 Canb~rm. ACT 2601. (06) 2-16 5106. or 
Horiwn hrlmology. PO Bo.>< 598. !Wm·ill~. NS\F 2069. (02) 
805 /94/ 


