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H ow do young people 
learn about re~enrch 
by CSIRO a nd other 

,c • c•Hi~ t ' that probch o u r 
environment, our ecollomy 
and our health? For mort' th.m 
60000 ~tudents a year, it'~ by 
"'''ling one of the CSIRO 
Scll•ncc Fducatioll Celltrc<; 
(C.'SIROSEC.,) located in every 
capital city. The mo~t recent 
centre~ to open their doors 
h.wc been in Canberra al\d 
Townwille. 

The national networ~ of 
CSIROSECs allows the centre; 
to shore and exchange rc
'ourcc' as well as team from 
c.och other' experience•. 

E.H: h centre is u nique 
(rilther th,m bemg totnl clone<; 
li~c ~lcDonald'~ ~tore'>) and 
reflects the research carried 
out in that region and in the 
ho't CSIRO division. The 

Testing 'huskabillty' at a CSIRO science education centre. Students can 
conduct experiments using equipment not generally available In schools. 

CS I I~OSECs offer '>tudent-. 
an Clljoyablc and educ~tional 
ex pcrhmce, stimulating an 
enthu~•a~m for science. But the 
nL•twvrk'., role doe' not .. top 
there. CSIROSECs arc the base 
for the full range of project> 
offNed by CS!RO Education 
Program~. These incl u de 
tcachcr prof~,;.ion.-~1 deve lop· 
rnent , ... ~., • on~ 'vh•ch ht.lVC.' .Jn 
cxtcndL'<l mOucncc by rc~chmg 
many ~tudents through the 
teacher;.. rhe sessions offered 

Ga·,•n M,H;hille in Canberra, for 
example, ·~ ,1 join t project of CSlRO 
Euucatioll Programs, the Pl;~nt Science 
Cclltrc (a Co-operative RcheMch Celltre 
m.1dc up from CSIRO Divisiol\ of J>Jant 
lndu.,try and the Au<;lrah,ln National 
Umver.ity) and the ACT Department of 
Education and fraining A., the name 
suggests, the Green Milchmc con
celltrates Oil Plant Science. 

Students enjoy hallds-on ex peri
ments u<lng equipment generally not 
available in schools and which rencct 
the outcomes of scientific research. In 
C.1nbcrra, experiments include dc
hu,~ing various strains of wheat, wme 
wh•ch .~re 1\0 longer be•llg grown 
commcrc:J.llly. The student- learn the 
ba,ic~ of experimentation and how 
selective breeding a nd, more recent ly, 
gcnchc engineering have led to larger 
wheat' that arc eM<ier to dchu~k and 
h~vc many other desirable qua lities. 
Some groups even try out biulL-chnolgy 
techniques that are not available at 
~chool~. 
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In Townsville. the partners in the 
North Queensland Science Ed ucation 
Centre arc CSIRO Education Program~. 
the Qucen<land Department of Edu
ca tion Northern Region and Jamcs Cook 
Univcr~ity of North Queell,land. One 
group of e'penments there allows 
student ~ to undertake thl· proce~,.,~ 
involved in extracting and refining 
copper to it-. almost pure .. talc. They 
follow the 'ame steps as the loc,1 1 
Copper Ref ine ries Lim ited w h ich 
fund!'d thc~e activi ti es. 

But CSI ROSECs don't only ,it ,till. 
With the help of the SCience and 
Technology Awareness Program o( the 
Department of Industry, Science and 
Technology, they travel the country 
They've been to Newrnan 111 Wc~tern 
Australia; to islands off the Northem 
Terri tory; tu c~ntra l Q u ..,cnsland; to 
western N<'W Sou th Wale< and as far 
south a~ there ~re pl'Qplc in Ta~m~nin. 
TI1e rc;pon~e from these regional .ueas 
i~ strong, with demand much grc.1tcr 
than c~n be met. 

arc u~ually programs de\· 
eloped by the ~entre.~ which relat"' to the 
work of CSIRO. 

Other projcd~ based at ccn I rc~o 
include CSI RO'<. Double l lclix Science 
Club with it< 24 000 member< acro" 
Aus t rali.l and the CSIRO Student 
Research Scheme wh•ch th•s vcM offer. 
the unique e'pcricnce of '•cientific 
research under the supervision of a 
practising scientist to more than 550 
senior secondary students. A new 
p roject, C REST, wi ll also opera te from 
cen t re ... CREST 'upporh te.lcher• in 
offering stuJcnh their own ~cicntific 
research project as part of the 
curriculu1n . 

The CSIROSEC" are all joint vellture-. 
with local cducallon depar~ment., and 
often other group~. ln Perth and 
Adelaide, they arc located within public 
science centres and the projects o( each 
are li nked. 

Omtact· IIIo' CS/I<OSfC coordinator 1'0 Ru\ 
ZlS, Dt<A.ot~, ACT 1602. IIJ6! 276 6639, fa;. IIX>J 
27o 61>-11 . 


