
D i~covcring what pcnplc in m her cnunrri~ lil\r ro c:11, 

and why. coulcl help 1\uscr:~lia cxporo more food. 
Prnvicli ng rh is inft,rm.uion ro Au~lfnli:ln prnrluccrs is chc 
rnlc nf<.S IRO'~ St·nsory Resea rch C:cnrrc. pan of rhc 
Divi>ion of Foucl Science :mtl Technology'" Norrh Rydt· 
111 New Sourh Wales. 

Rcsc:ll'ch :n rhc ccmrc conccmr:ncs on rhc senses 1har 

rc.·lau.: to food Jt:ccptam.:c. Accordi ng to chc ccr11 rc's Or 

joh-11 Prcscon, I~L'> lc and !'lmdl ~uc 1hc moM irnporr:uu of 
these, fo llowed by visual, du: n Lcxm r:ll perceptions. Thc 

techn iques used in lite research rnngc from molccul:lr 

biology w uoss.-culwr::d studies. 
Japan . wid1 a food market wonh $)()() hi !lion a yc:tr, is 

the lau.:st fc.>eus of n·sea rch inw lnrc rn:n ion:Li t:lstc 

perceptions. ~uccl·~.s in Lhc Jap:mt·sc fOod market dcJ>L'ncls 
on produu <Jmdity. This is l:ul~dy judged by semory 
qualiLit'~ ~LKh .t!- ;Lruma, t~LStc , tc:xturc amJ appc:ar:mcc. 1\ 
full-tiaw: sC.it'nrist has Un·n h~L"cd iu J ap:m w c:arry ouL 
!<>tnsury cvalu:uiou trials (~cicmilically controlled and 
C:\'aluatt.·d 't~~tt· tc:~lS·). 

'The: jap:uH.').t' c.-at :1 lm of \\'(.'M(.'rn fumh, but du·~e ~t i ll 

need nwdific:uiou w suit Japam:sc: ta.\tc:s.' Prcscon says. 
\Y/(lvc bt('n StudyingJap:m<·sc wstt~ for five years now 

and will possibly <.'XJ.mncJ the: research to cover other fu i:.u1 
(.Ollntrit~. Tl u.·rt·'~ gn:·Jt potentialw c:xpon to tht'.)t: 
rC"gions. 

' \VIe' re c-rying to dttcrminl' a number or things. For 
~x•mJ>k, is the Japanese paiJtc more s~n,itive th.m th~ 
Australian p.1 l:u~ 10 particular tam·s? Ar~ rh,·rc any 
li.tnd.•menr•l dilkr~nces between Auscralians .md J.•panesc 
in li king p.,rticul.u tast<:'S?' 

Among their findings arc th:u the 
Japl11C$C h::w~ $imil:tr taS{~ sensitivity to 
Austr•lia ns. Taste preferences ror swccmcss and 
~:1hincss in foods, however. diflCr. 

rood irrit;lnt~ :1 rt• anorher .'lre~ of rc{(.~r<:h 
:.u thr: ccnrre. 

'About 25% of the world's popula rion e:w ; 

chilli every thy.' Prc>CUrt >'1)'>· ' \Y/c're 
invc.Hibr.~ting ~m.h lhing.'i a~ how rhc hear uf 
chill i imcr.acts with tasr~ .ulCI odnur.'i. For 
CX:OI1111Jc. tJO<:., the heat of chiiJj depress Aavours 
during l':ning?' 

The li>otl indu>try doe> not have .tny guiding 
pri nciple~ o n how w u~c food ingrcclit:nts rh:u 
prodm.<: pungency. t\c.:cording m Jlrc.scon. ch1lli. 
pepper •• and m ust.m .. l a re u,)cd o n a ' rrial and error' 

b:L>i>. 
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Testing • t1me for tuberculosis 

I n tht• I Wills. when pe<>J>lc hclit·vcd thar 
tubt:rc..u l o!<>i~ had hn·n hl';tu.·u. t(Hiti'OI 

measun:s wt:rc rd:L'\ed :md wen.· ft.KU!)~l·cl un 
1h~ homeless nnd the :~g(~d. Sdt~nti:~I S nnw 
blame this decreased vigilance lor the 
emergence of new srr:1ins nf ruhcrculosi~ 
b.u.:lcria (h:tt :"c.· rcsistam to amibioLks. 

Or l1aul Wcwd fro111 CSIRO's Division 
oFJ\nim!ll H<.-"!lh h in Victoria s:1ys paricnu 

were given :1 one~ye1r course of !lndbiofic..o;, 
If the .uuibi<>tics were not taken pro1>crly. 
du: Lubt.."I'\.Uio,)i~ b.u .. tniuni would h.lvc been 
CXI>O>cd tu rccluccd levels ,,r rhc clrug. This 
w-:1" t:trccdvcly .sdt:cdng JOr .1 m ufl i. rcsismn r 

\Ha in. 
New :md Ucadly ).trains of tuhcrculosi~ 

have hccn d iSCOVered Ill 3 number of 

coun tri~s. Sonl~ are unutambl~ and can kill 
wichin )ix w<..:cb ufinfccl iou. 

' In Au.str:alia we have strai ns n:sist-am to 

1wo nr rhrcc :.nrihiolics. Overseas there arc 
Mr.tins rt:si~uun w ~ix Lo nine,· \XIootl say~. 
'1\ u;tmlia i; likely to evctnually get the 
muiLi·rcsiM:uu Mr.lins. Bcncr 111c1hoJ s of 

l':lfly dcwn ion ar(.• now critical in lighting 
the Ji>t,l>c.' 

In response«> rhis need , \.S I RO and 
CSI Limi tcJ hwe de,·clopcd a new 
d i,,gno.lic kit tO rq>b,c the I 00-ycar-old 
1\ l;uuuu.~ u.:M. whi<..h c;m cause :1CIV(.T!\c 
n.·.1crions. i!i :.low. :wc1 require~ rwn visits 

fronl d'c pnticnc . 
T he new test is non~invasi\·c, r:~pid :lllCI 

rcqmr<.:s one visit only. AJI ch:1.r is needed is a 

blood SJtllpk •. tnJ the result> arc available in 
only a dny. 

J"hi~ new lechnology \\'US originaJiy 
dcvdopccl (wirh fin:mcbl support from 
Au~tralian c.11tlc prruluc"'s) t•l diagnQ><' 
bovine tuhe,cu losi~. C~L i~ conducting 
clinic lftrbls nf rhe new rest fiH rubercu_lo(i~ 

in huma ns in scveml AustraliJn ho,pitab. 

There is :1 brgt! inrern:uional m:~rkct 
."lw.titi ng the dcvdopm(.·nt of eh is new 
di.LgnoMic .LMi.I)' fOr tuberculosis. 

r:()n/Jirt.· /)r /'uu! \\ro~l. (C://(0 !>urmon of 
~1mnal J-!,·,,bh. Prmur U11g_ / , f',lr~·t'll/r. FinDrut 
.105.2. ((!J) .IU ~mill, }it.,. (OJ) .Hi 41NZ. 
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