
COLI EC:TING. idc111ifying and u•in~t 
.1c.1ci.1 ~cd.s can he d confusing bu .. ~me.'-'· 

panicularl) \\l><n the >pede' are l><nh ncwl) 
'di~o\'crccf. and wic.l~prt::ad in their muur.al 

gcogra1>hi< range. 
The n~mmg of ac:ac1;a_~. :a.~ wirh :all pbnts, 

i< governed by an international framework . 
Under the Internat ional Code of Botanical 
Nomcnd.uurc, lornrul>tcd in 1905. the plant 
kingdom ;, urg.tnbcd into a hierarchy of r.111b 
1hnr slurc common chamc1crs. T hese ranks 
nre order, fnmrly, genus. species. suhspecies 
Jnd v•ricty. F.rch rank is bro;>der and more 
general than the MM .1nd lower rank. I knee .1 
mcmbcr of o ne rank will contain One 10 S1''13U)' 

mcmbc:n: or IOWC'f r;~nks. For example. ;a 

f.1m1l)' '-Oill;tlll' m;;ay genera ;and each genus 

com.um. rnan)' \JX"CJ~ 
·1 he h.l\lt unn of plant dassific:uion i> the 

\fM."<.iC\. TIU\ rt:llttC b rn.;uJc up of [WO \\'Onfs~ 

the f1,10\(' o( the: genu~ t O which rh~ SJlC:CICl 

b<long<. and a <pccific or species name. 
In all das.illcHion sy>tems the word 

"<Jxon" llc><ribc> >umcthing 1ha< i> dc>rly 
dis l in ct fron1 .dl mhcr Clll itic-s. (n bma nical 
cb s'\i ficanon . . 1 1nxnn c.1n cxi~t in nny rank, 
hu1 Ill(· 1e11n w mmouly refer. to 3 particubr 
~pccic,, T:1\::.1 i) thl· term U)cd to refer tu 
coll~ction~ of raxons , and the: srudy 3nd 

•pplic>oion of principle< >nd pr>coice< of 
cl35<ilic•tion i< called taxonomy. 

perty 
al image to the world. Food and medicines 
from Australian native flora and fauna also 
have significant economic potential for 
indigenous communities. 

While the debate goes on obout the 
appropriate method to protect traditional 
owners knowledge. conscience dictates that 
such knowledge should be regarded as an 
asset of iu tradruonal rndtgenous custodians. 
lt should no t be explo rted by others without 
appropriate arrangements being made with 
such tradruonal indrgenous owners. 

Tlm M oore 

Secretary, Council for Aboriginal 
Reconciliation 

l·ur t-xounplc, the taxonomic or bOL.tnk.al 
'code' name for the taxon commonly known 

a< clcg.Jn( W.ttdc is Arllria 1'11'/()nlll'. Arnr/11 t< 

1he genus, A . .-irtoriar the <p«ic.. The nJn1c 
u•cd lor J plant or group is based on 
t>>rtl<ubr "type" $p<.-.:imens >lorcd in hcrbJriJ. 

ro complcoe the officia l name uf .• 
p.aniu tl,tr r.mk, rhe name of rhe pe~on \\ ho 
fir\! tlc.crrbnl or named ir i< uounlly added. 
Thh means Atlftut is o fficially llmcilf Miller 
(l>e<.n~>c Miller dcocribcd the gen u~ A<"lltitt). 
.a n cl A. mt'lvrut~ i) A t:ncin ' ' it·f<lriru llen t h. 
(lwcau'c Bcnthnm described the specie, A. 
mt mr111r). 

A kingdom of change 

1\ut.tnac.al nJmc> cs1ablished under the 
lnu:rn.U1onal Code of Botanical NomC"n ~ 

claturc enable people around lire world to 
1dC'nrif}• .1nd cnc pbnt species wirhnur h:wtn{: 
to "orry .tbout diff~rcnt language' or 
,L\~, ifi t.:.ttio n ~y)tCm). BccaU)(' botanit.ll 
knowlrd~c: j, Jlw-o~y) c:xpanc.Jing. however. ncvJ 
n;1m c:~ .an: incroduccd :1 n d o lde r one' 

~l) l1lcli mc~ droppt!d in liglu of new 
iuf(um;uion nbuut rhc: ch:lmcreri·-aic~ or c.1i.h 
cnx~. :1ml tht: rd:uion~hip~ b<.'I\\C('Il chean . 

Ul11nwdy the csrablishmem or dropprn~; 

Of nan1C< depend< on rhc puhliC.l !IOII of 
pAper> 'Hitten by hoo•niSI< th3t deKribc the 
uu . .1nd re.t>Ons for the proposed change. 1t 
.tl>o depend> on "hcllrer 1heir 1><<<> •gree. 
Argument .1bou1 Lhc Sl-;llU) of n;unc~ mJ.) 
ulntiiHtr m th(' sci~nnfic lireramr(' for )~;ar.. 

and some t3X3 may undergo $ever31 chong« 
before their nJrncs and rclation;hips .rre 
.tu.;cptcd by n 1oM boc.1ni~c~. 

In I he midM or such ch:mgc ;,re ~omc uf 
Au,o.tli.l'f) mbncl acacia~. Trials contluciL"o(l hy 
C~IR() ', t\u\lral inn Trn· Seed C:cntrc 
(A I"SC), Jlld d<Lailcd cxamination rtf pl.n'" in 
n:uure, h2vc revealed diiTercnr growah :and 

\urvav;al clurac terinics :amon g ac::tcta) 
prcviou1ly con1idered morphologic.1lly <imrl.tr 
enough tO bclon~t to t"O sp«ics (A rordr.Jit.l 
T.11e Jnd A. /JI1fo~nmt A. Curan.). 

A, • roulr. 1hrce .1ddirion;~l >pc<ie> - 11. 
roln M.l\lrn .md 1.. Thom<on. A. thomsonu 
Ma~lau .1nd McDon.rld (i n prc«) arHI A. 
nrurornrprt A. Cuma. ex Hook~ - have ln·cn 
formally recognised. A founh, A . rlnl'hmu{}{l 

r\11~ . will be published soon. (The "ex' in A. 
C.:unn. ex I look. lndic.ltrs chat C.:un nlngh.1111 

maJe tire collccoion and dt•<erihcd rhe •••on 
111 hi) nolC) , rctognasin~ it .1~ ne'' • . Jnd 
Hooker wrote the formal dc><.rrprron of tire 
uxnn wh1ch w.a~ puhli~hed. :..1 .• \hort for 

m~•nuscript. indiclt.::~ th~t a name '' m U\C'". 

but not yet published.) 
nrrcc of these specie• arc "new". while 11 

nruromrp11 A. Cuno. "" Hook .. i> Jn old uJmc 
1h.u h:1s been rcsurrcc:rccl. The sp1.·dc, w,a.,., firM 
described in I R37 l>y C: un ningharn .LIItl 
ll ook~r. but in 1978, Queensland herh:~rium 
t~xonomi>t Lcs Pcdlcy ;trgucd th.lt it w.>< no 
Jifl'crent from A. !Joloserirrrt A. C.:unn. As a 
rc.,uh. rhc: nan1c: A. u~urorarpa wa~ Jrot'lx.~J. 
In 1993. WA llerhanum !3>onomr<t Bru<e 
Ma$lin put forward a n~w CHe for ohe 
cxi.s.tcm:c of A. m•ur0(-·11p-J as .l \e"p.ar.ur cnru-\ 
I fence u~ rdnsute.menr. 

()chcr A,.tui,., r2x:1 m:ay be rc\'lcwcd an 
future. For example, i \ r~C ha. rrwgnncd 
•cvcrJI dis1inct form> of A diayophlt!JtJ I 
1\ htdl.. 11. lrt/nulfl F. M udl. .md 11. turttfu!tl 

1\cmh. ex F. 1\ludl. in the lidd in 1hc f'·l' t two 
)C.tn~ . IL uiaorilll' was rcvit'wcd 111 I")'JJ by 
i\ll:l,lan. resulting in rhc dc~l rip~tnn uf' five.· 
nt·w !!opL~it•) from variou!lo luc.:-aliorh :1uo~ 1lw 
r.mgc: of t hi~ widespread group! 

Keeping track 

In v1cw of ch:anges: such a'\ rhe)C. how doe) 
.lnyonc know which J.Ctu;a) 1rcc nr 'ccdlo1 
belongs to what sp«ies? 

A,<ording to ATSC hotJni>t Jo.;k i\loNC. 
the only way ch:u t.L"\Onomi' t.c:rt.lint) '-·ill bt 
ach1cved tn botanicaJ research i) hr lullt ...... un~ 

.rnd holding voucher 'P'""'"'"" nl the pl.mt.> 
of interest . For ex.1mplc, it i< vio.1lly imponanr 
th.11 the botanical integrity of A 1"'\C.: ~ced lot< 
i, backed up by voucher >l>ccimcrh for each 
colll.'CI ion. 

' In 1he C..1.SC: of our rri:lh., wr;- ncc.•t.l 1n be 
ccuain Lhnt when we make 4i: l:llemrm' .1hou1 

pauicular S-pt·cjcs. and thci1 pe1forrnanlc . .. ,~ 

c.tn, ;u ;my um~ in rhC" fuUJrc. rcfc1 h;lck to =a 

voucher specimen lodged in • herharaum to 
verify the current nam~lidcntuy of ohe enttt)" 
\\ c telu."tl,· Mu()C' S-.1)'). 

"If we did nol hold vuudrer >p«imcns for 
o ur seed collections. ir mlglu bcc..omc 
impo<Sihlc for ~~~ to <>)' which of a he en1111o 
our M:l't.llot> repn.~cJ\t.• 

Bryo ny llenn e/1 
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