


A Northern Territory study shows how c·cotourism Ctlll do more for its 

p n t r o n s w /; i I e n t t h e s n m e ti m e t a!? in g g rente r c n re o J t h e ell l1 i r o 17 m e 17 t 

o 11 wh i rh i 1 d epe 11ds. Tim 'l'hwrt i tes reports . 

Eighr salrw;aer <:rocodilcs .11 one siuing is 
cnou~h to ~';ui~f~' the ..tvcragc ecotouri!lt~ 
;m)' fewer and the touri~t.~ arc: likely ro 

be lcfr begging for more. l'har\ jmr one 
snippc..:r of the w1dc array or' information 
uncovered in ,, pioneering sruJy of how bc;l 
to m~\nagc anJ ~U.)t~lin a wiiJiift: tuuri.)m 
operation in the Northern Territory. 

The >tudy. br researchers from the 
CSIRO Oivi,iun ufWildlifc und l'.mlogy and 
the Northern I erritol)' University, analysc<l 
one of Aus<ral ra's besr known wildlife 
experience.: rhc Y~llow Waters boa< wurs in 
Kakadu N:o11on;ol l'ark. e<l>l uf U:~rwrn . ll 
inve.)Ligaletl the..· cnvirurmu:mal. ~ocial and 
cc..onomic ranor~ behind the: successful and 
profitable conUnu:mc."t' of the mur~. 

Overall, the research fou nd rhar 

s:msf..,crion wirh rhe ho:n tours - wh1ch are 
nken hy rnore rhnn half the visitors to the 
p.rk- i< high. And ~t present the rour. cause 
linle disturbanc..- to wildlife ""d h;>birat. 
These conclusions arc prcscmed in :. report. 
\fli/dlift Tourism 1/1 Veflow \\'l,um. 

But tloe in1pon:u1cc of tht· >tudy i> greater 
th:u ics findings. The research ccstcd an 
:tpproach ro analysing ecorourism which 
blend~ <oci.•l <cicncc and biolog)' ,tnd can 

>Crvc .o; .o modd fuo liotul't' ;ruJic,. M.m)' of 
cl!c u:~uh.\ were ;1blt.! to be u)cU to m;Lk~ 
pr.)ctical recnmmcnlladnns Fo r funHc 

man.1gcmcnr of 1hc 1ours. ~uch jl.; ho\-.. ho.ns 
;hould be dc;i~,;ncd. wlo.tt make• a good guide 
and how to protect the C'nvironmcm. 

In fac 1. rhc sLud y has hccn a demon~ 
Mr.uiun uf wh.u rc.~~c.arch can du for the 
tourism induscry. AccQrdll'lg 10 Dr Dick 

Bmiohwairc. coord ona~ or uf CSIRO 's muhi· 
divisional progr.1111 for touri<m .tnd leader of 
rhc Yellow Wntcrs t<-am, rc.<carch of rh is kind 
h:u p~-.rtic:ubr v:tluc- in •·ckuio1'1 to (.'('()tourism. 

'The naLUral cu"ironmcnt i.s 1\u.)Lralin'-. 

Mrong.t:~LlOuris-m s-elling point. but we nc:cd to 

l:tkc cnrc thar J:Lrge 11l1Jl1hcrs or IOUrins don't 

s poil rh e very rhong ohcy came to see.' 
Braichwaire ~~~y~. 'Unless: :tppropri:tre re.~e:trch 

is clone with :) view ro mnnngemem, these 
magnificent place> will inevitably deterior.ue. 
We >till have the uppo1tuni1y to !;Cl i1 right. 

'The touriM industry i~ ;1~ in'lponauc J) 

af:.liculu.are in terms of its (Oilltibution h) lhc 
Au!!.tralia_n cco l1011l)'· le employ~ maJl)' more 

people, yet agricu lture n:Lcivc.s 50 time~<~ as 
m arch rescorch lionding.' 

Tht· bo.ot tour~ operate along the South 
Alligator River ~y<rcm from Yellow Water 
Bslbhong near Cooinda. Th{· [()Ur Uusme~ i~ 

owned by !Ukadu Natiomtl l':trks's tradition.tl 
owne"· rhc G.ogudiu people. and •• upcr.ucd 
l>y Souolocm Pacific H otels Curpoo:uinn. 
Bmidw.•.tice WJ~ joincc.l in rhc wnrk hy rhe 
A"'~OCI~llC Oc:tn or lhc Faculty ofTouri.~m a.nU 
Ho,pi~ality at Northcm Tcrritoty University, 
Dr l'alll Rcyr1olds. 

Jn ordt!r ro .-.rucly rhc rour.~~, rhc.: rc.s<.\trch 
Lc.::un t:Mabli~hc.:J .L nuvd mc.~urc, chc 'j'(,tus, 
evcnr'. ro iruegnnc cnvironmenr:1l. soci.ll .md 
economic (•ctors. A foc.;u$ cvc.::nt w.as ddinc<.l 
in tcrrns u f chc 1 i me b("t wc"n wh("n :1 

[>articular SJ'<'Cic< WO< pt>intcd 0111 •nd when 
ancmion mo\•c.:c.l o n tu .mod1cr ~pccit.!.. The 
t.'\'Cill coulcll::t.!!o1 two sc::coud~ or 1.2 m inure;:~. 

On 195 boar tours spread through rhc day 
;~nd the yea~. an observer rccordc<.l .l ~cl of 
information for each of more thaot 9000 focus 
event<. The <llta included time. temperature, 
hurnitliry, idcmiry c>f species, nuJnbc.:r:\, how 
the boat approached the species. whether it 
was di.srurhed .md if rhcrc: was any reference 10 

Al>origin:d mltut.tlmattcrs. 
Sr:ni<ric:tl and ~traphic-•1 analy•i• of fucw. 

events wa~ rhen comhined wirh informnnon 
from survqs of the atriwdes of boar rour 
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Jl"'''cngcN, n:.onomic d.u.1 nn rht" np~·rJIICIIl ul 

dtc roun ,;and gcnC"r.tl dti11JIIl: and 
cn\'trnnmc-nl>ll inform.uiun I he: rc,ulung 
t.l.u.l \.t'l \\;\\ u..,cJ to explnrt." \.Cvt'r.1l unport.ml 
j\\Uc.'\ nf CCOIOllrl$111, panic:u i.Hly hO\\ 10 

prc\t'ltt ,, n.uur:1l experi('I'IC(' H-. l.ugc: number .. 
nf pt·uplc.: withour denro~·ing th~ '"ildcrnc:~~. 

I h.u compromi'c i) nu:t lu.-.aJ on in the" 
tHU< ut Ji>turb>n<e uf '"hlltft•. lr'< > 
l"'l<IIIIJIII 'criuu.' problem. If .Hllnl.ll' hJ'< 
tU nlO\t' .1\\.lY rhe) t:'>.JlC:fiCIH.C \lll"'t\, \tOp 

fccdtn~ .wd c\pend wmrJer.rhlc cnerg''· 
1\r.udm.ll« Yy>. 'If thl')' do till' nhcn rnoug.h, 
tl tc) m.l)' he un;rhlc to hre<d 11 rhcy do it 
mnrc nh,•n, <hey n>n)•lo<e wci~;IH ,utd die. llUI 
hdnrc 1hh h.IPI"'"' they U\u,dly lc.tvc !he .trcJ. 
\'(!h"hc,cr ".l) it wor~' out. dt< '"IJI,fr 
c'llc.·ticm.:c i; dC".arl}- (lim1ni'ht.:d.' 

~lu't of the rocarch on the h.1hrru.111on of 
~nirn.11' hJ\ ot.currc.-d in 1.-.hur.utUIC:\ \\here: 

unlmnu:d food ., ~w.ul.thll·. 1\r .uth\\ JUl." ':IY~-

1 he \ rlln" \\ Jler> >tudy 1hrough "' lncu< 
r\'eiH' l1.1\ lup.hliglucd how nnporunc If 1< ro 
'"'J1• "h.u .1uuallr happen< m <h<· wtld . 

rhc rc<r>rdocr< fntll\d lh.H while 
di\furh.,nc"· w wildlift· in ~cnc1., 1 "·'~not 
h1~h .. u lc:.a\t 1 J .spcdc.~ w.:rc .. tn~ill\'t.', Thc'c 
'JXdt ... the Juthor\ .ugm.'l.l. \Hmld ~ U\cful m 
inJi,J<in); "hen the pr=urc uf p<~•rl<· M hew 
ttJflit. \\,l\ bcxomang too mm .. h l~u \\lldlil~ to 
hc.ar. I hn .1l~t.l r~c.:onuncruJnl th.u boat\ 
rr.l\d .u .t mot'(imum '>pccd nl 10 kilcm\t"lre-~ 

an hour w nHntm t ~e horh c-l1~rurh:\nce of 
.mun.d, .ami c:ro'\ton of rh~ hJnk\ 

\nmhcr reCnOlmend.HiVrt Jli\illh UUt uf 
rh <" work on disturboan\t· \\,t\ for better 
cduc.uion ot tuuri~l~. Some tuuu .. h .uc nor 
-..c>Jh.J.:rncJ .ahout the rc~ptm'~ of \Clnl~ \\'lltllifc 
cu bc:ing llhtnrhed. for c\.11nplt· thr ltliJ'Io) 
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muwmem ol lln<b of magpre jl,ee<< .1nd 1hc 
bunch of trc·Kodilc:\ into the \\Jtu. In fJ~c. 
the' touri"'' \\c:komc )U(h di~tutb.am.~~ .1 .. p.1n 
()f the cXJX'Iit.·rH.~. le i) only through cdm.lltnn 
thJt 1lu: puhlk wi ll rt!l:ogni!\c rht.·,~· t.'\'C.' II I\ :h 

pulcrlli.tll) h.1rmful . dw repun '·'Y> 
l'hc \llld)' ,hc1\H~d thou cJi)turb.IIU;(.' WJ~ 

one: of \t'\'Cr.tl f.tuon which chanl;ed wuh rhc 
(.(:"J.)un Uut llw \.t.":L\Onll \'3rtltton 1n rhc \\Ct· 

Jn· '"'I""' Jl 1\.,bdu "of •I)'J'C "llh "hido 
few \'t\IIOr" :m.: bmtliar .. There .uc \IX .. e .... oth 

.u K~kJ\iU \o dlc rcpou rcx.on111H!IHJ., mulu 
lingu.LI J'·UI\~lhlct-, W C')\pl.lin cht.:.\t" \t,I \CIIt\ 1U 
ttnubt> Jud the ~..h.mgc::t [h:n m.uk them. I he 
report .trgu<'·' oh.u thc.<c pamphlcl> w ukl help 
toUrl.\h fonl\ .tppropri.llc c.xpcu.Hiof1\ ,1\ Ul 

\\h.u tht·~ nu~ht t:nl.ounu:r dur~ng ~.u;h 
~J~ou. < rtH .. mlllt· ... for mst.lnce •• uc: tu le'' 
lrkd•· tu he ~een when wner 1.-,d< .lf< hi~h 

Jnd the JnrmJI' lend to di<pccsc '"dd). 

lhc .,., et 'k'.l'tln .tl-;.o l$ ~ umc uf lu.u .mJ 

hrgh humtdll)' when vositor> .re r., le" 
comtorlJblc .anJ fc,vcr .mimJh in gcncr.rl .tr(' 

)CCI1 l"hc: rc:pcut rcc.;ommcrttl\ ~ h.m~p ll ).; rhc 
tour rcgiuu:n during the WCf ~c•I'UII . mnkm~ 

iruJ,.,.,du.d Ulllr' .. huncr and locu,,mg nn 
Ahongm.11 tulrurc. Odlcr i'lo\UD ut r,l\\Cflgcr 

t.umfuu .uc.• tht.· 1ndu\lon of rmlc:t .. nn ho.u,­
j>Jrii<Uiarll' rl longer tour< >r< pl.1nncd - Jnd 
the pron .. ann ,,f \\,urr. in bottk). to .a\oid 
pollu11on from ") rolt,,lOl drinkin~;t 'up~. 

\'i,iHH'\ \\Jilted then guide~ w he borh 

kno"kJ~cJblc .tml ,.,br.Jm. rhc <nulv fcmml 
t\lJi lit)· ,,, .1 n.HuraliH didn't llC:lC"~u r d)' 

lr.lll.''ll.uc irun hcin~ J good tour guic-lc. 
P<'r~on.1lny .,...,,, \·en· uuportJnt Uh\(.'rv.lfiOtH 

of du'\ kuu.l lcJ to a serit's of rt"comntc:n· 
d.tllUtt\ ahmu ~uidC" ~h~vlnur lnd tr.Janin~. 

to~• en 1hJ1 nnrh· h>lf the forcogn '"itu" to 

Au~uo~lt.1 hope· 1n lcJIII )Omerh•ng of 
Abongm.ol .om .uul<ulrurc •nd thJt rhc hn.ll 
rnurs arc owned h1• •n Abot1g111JI 
orgam~Juon. the rt·port noted h w,,, <.urio\h 

do:u lin lc Ahnrit.tm.ol (Uicurc wa; pr<>crucu. l1 
recommen<letl th.ll Al>Uri~;inal guiJc, .11ul 
bo>tic-< lx rcnuicnl. li'Jtncd and cmplnvcd. 

The wor~ Jt Ydlow \\ .uer< "·" lluar~<e,J 
by J gr.,ll uf $11CHHIU frum the FcderJI 
Dcp.;anmcrn of I uun\lll' n.uionallxmoun .. rn 
progrJm. lln> "·" '"l'l'lcmcm..d Ill' ·I 0 000 
from the Au,U;Jitan N;uure Con~('r\',Hion 
Age n<y and m.uchrng fund< from the 
Gngurlj u A'mcr.uron, the CSI RO Divi>iou of 
Wilcll ife ond l'Golugy anJ the Northern 
Territory Univcllit). 

rhe Ydlo" W.uc" Muclr was one o( cloe 
flt)l 0Ult.on1c\ uf rhr ( .,IR()"s tfttU)l Ill to 

touri .. m. Tlu\ ~uuh .. , .• , otn unporunl "it('p '" 

cApandmg WUrl\111 n~·arLh. The mdu~lt)' h1, 

ludc npcnrm.c.- ut rt."\.c..".lft..h and 1ht- h:ndir~ n 
can brm~. a. J.ll h\\ ~uc \:\\'\. 

'We wamoJ 10 prr,cnt a <!Ud) wludo 
intl'gr.au:tJ tt<cunuri'm with its bioluKic.JI b.I\C, 

The en<~< and prolll\ of e<:otouri>m "'" highk 
dependent on p<uplc\ >.tti,F..o;;rion wtth tht· 
en"ironmcnt in whic.h thl~· .uc: pi.Kec.l 

Cottt.t<l. Dr Duk /Jr,mlm.uu, C..<i/RO I rr~pu.lf 
Sptrms Rtu.trcl' C':r11trt. Prn.u~ IJ,ll, ;\'o 11, 

1\'inml/u \'11/H.'I. (11119) 22 17.JS. jo1x {OH<JJ 
.,- 005Z. fllllttl· tlu ~· br.uthw.JJu@'du·t.ro'rn .• w 

More about Yellow Waters 
Br.uth\\.UH' lt\'(1 1\t•ytwld' PC Jnd 1'on~r.tC/ (;l\ 

( 11)~)(, ) \t' ddltj; I OIIT/1111 111 ) ~1/l)u• l\ 11Un ·l11 

an.l(Tfl nj thr t"tlt'lrfJIIUt~IJ/,,/. Jtk'lil/ llfllf (UUIMI/h 

compn.mmr tJflwm jl)r UIJ/dm.Jh!r oprr.tlum 11/ •' 
lttflr i~Nt t'tntiiN m A:Jl:utlu \:,t~eutJIJ~,,-~ I mal 

Report.~ ~IRO I>J'""'· 


