~ Magela floodplain,
Kakadu National Park,
Northern Territory.
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Brathwanie says. "If they do this often enough.
they may be unable to hreed. IF they do i
mare often, they may lose weight and die, Bu
before this happens they usually leave the arca,
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l\l"f..'ll(”l.\' jLY Lt\'.'-l[l'- l[[[llllli*—]]l'li_.

Most of the research on the habituation of

animals has occurred in laboratories where

le, Braithwane says.

" "
unlir ed fond 15 aval

J||. Yellow Waters -.:uc!'\.'. |]l|||:!','ii s hocus

AL IS IO

events, has highlighted how import
study what actually happens in the wild

I'he researchers found thar while
disturbance to wildlife in general was not
|l|!_'|| at least 13 Species Were sensinve, ['hese
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indicating when the pressure of people or boar

traffic was becoming oo much for wildlife o

bear. Thev also recommended that boats
rravel ar a maximum speed of 10 kilometres
an hour to minimise bath disturbance of

animals and erosion of the banks
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movement of flocks of magpic geese and the

launch of crocodiles into the water, In fact,

the 1o
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that the |,-uil[i.1. will recognise these evenis as

potentia Iy harmiul, the TEPOIT Says,
I'he study showed thar disturbance was

one of several actors which changed with the

season. But the seasonal vananon in the wet-
dry rropics ar Kakadu is of a type with which
tew visitors are familiar. There are six scasons

ar Kakadu, So the report recommends mulu

lingual pamphlets 1o explain these seasons 1o
wourists and the changes that mark them. The

report argues that these pamphlets could help

tourists form appropridte expecrations as to
what they might encounter during each

season, Crocodiles, for instance, are far less

likely to be seen when warter levels are high

and the animals 1end ro disperse widely,

Australia hope to learn somerhing of

Aboriginal arts and culrare, and that the boar

ours are owned by oan -\|'1ur|y|||,.
organisation, the report noted it was curious
that little Aboriginal culture was presented. T
recommended that .'\luu]':_;;i[m] §,'_l|.i1.l|."- and
boaries be recruited, trained and employed.
I'he work at Yellow Waters was financed
t-) a grant of S40000 from the Federal
Department of Tourism's national ccotourism
program. his was supplemented by $10000

from the Australian Nature Conservation

Agency and matching funds from the

Gagudju Assoctation, the CSIRO Division ol
Wildlife and Ecology and the Northern

Ferritory University,

I'he Yellow Waters study was one of the
first outcomes of the CSIRO's thrust inte
E(‘LJ.T.[\TH. I hJ'\. '\.|“I-i\ Wils in II"I'I}H'\F[L[['I'[ \[L‘i" in

expanding tournism research, The indusery has

Piﬁl g;% l;rnlﬁ-is a%ms at Kakadu. The ;"epnrt recommgnds that tourist boats travel
no faster than |0 kilometres an hour to minimise animal disturbance and bank erosion.

I'he wer scason also 1s a nme of hear and
high humidity, when visitors are far less

comtortable and fewer animals in |'_rm=-13 are

scen. The repont recommends changing the
tour regimen during the wer season, making
|J'|1|l'-|i|l|.|] [Ours \Illilli'! .|J'|1| {514 LI%\lllhl'. on
Aboriginal culture. Orther issues of passenger

comfort are the mclusion of rotlets on boats -

prarti ularly 1f lo T TOUrS are E'-.Lr1r|n.1 - and

the provision of warter, in bottles to avoid

pollution from styrefoam drinking cups.
Visitors wanted their guides o be both
knowledgeable and vibrans, the study found
Abillty as 4 navuralist didn't necessarily
translate into lu'lu!_' H !_',=||u+ tour 3;1|1|i1'
Personality was very impormant. Observanions

of this kind led 1o a senes of recommen

dations abour gui

Given thar nearly half the fos

behaviour and training
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littde expenence of research and the benefits it

can bring,” Bruithwaire says.

"We wanted to present a study which
mtegrated ecatourism with irs biological base.
The costs and profits of ccotourism are highly
dependent on people’s satisfaction with the

environment in which they are placed

Contact: Dr Dick Br
Syitems Research Centre, |
Winnellie NT 00821, (089

470052, emadl: dicle braz

More about Yellow Waters
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