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Fiery end feared for Top End's favourite hopper 

Awlourful gr:lSShoppcr w hoch Ius 
bc.:ome J symbol of 1 he 1\akatlu ore• 

ol Au\lr.rlr.t\ wcr-dry rmpiL> ~ould be 
t·mlangcrctl h~· the fire nun.tgemcnt 
pr.lui.:t•> in north~n narionalp.rrk,, 
Kcordrn!\ to,, CSI RO r'<.'S<.'archcr. 

I .eidra rdr' ~ tvasshopper ( Pr111sulll 
rphipp~tt.mt) is 3 specracubr tmng<·, hhKk 
.111<1 hint· "'"'<J abour >i>. ccnrimerre; lonR 
wlmh "olien used on publiur~ m.ucn.rl for 
rh< :-Ion hem l'crritory ~nd ""' rhe '"hJt'CI 
of .lll t\u\lrdli.m postage >I.Ullp in I 991. 

I he gr a~>hoppcr 1> deprmlcm on 
Jrom.uic shrubs of the g<mr< /'uyrllfhll, nn 
wl uth 11 li ve., ,Jnd fe-ed;. i\ prdimin,try 
'nrdl' hr Lyn Lowe, from rhc ( :SIRO\ 
Tt op~<:~l kco<ystems lte<carch Ccnllc ru 
Dam 111. 1 .. , ,hnwn tlt31 "hen l'it)•roditt is 
burned, tire grJ,.;hopper> do not return l(>r 
. ttlcJ\t luur ye.u-s. \et at prc,cnt. ru:arl\' .tll 
I'·'"' nl 1\.rl-.ltlu Jnd Keep Rh er the two 
Northern I crmor\' nauon.tl P·""' which 
.:onr.rin the only known populallon' of 
lt·ilh.rrdt ·,, gr.o;,hoppcr .ll'c burned every 
l(·w V<'"" ro prevent large ~c.tk• ru1wmrvllcd 
tire\ from entering the park\. 

l'uyrodm lr•• J p3tchy di>tribuuon. 
t:rO\\tltg along drainage ltn~ un cxpu,cd 
>Jnd\lonc ~n<l in '3ndy >rc3,, .\hhcrut:h the 
dmrb, ~ro" on csarpmcnt JrcJ> 
thmu~:huut the Northern lt•rrit<>t') . 
Lcrch.mlt'~ gr.lsshoppcr h.- curl) hcc11 
li11md i11 drc two nadon.1l p.uk' which arc 
.thcu tt 400 kilometre\ a pan. l'hc 
gr.r;,hnppc~ hatch in Mordt ;md Apdl 

(earl)' i11 the dry \CJ>On) ;UJd the 
winJ:Ir-s n)•mph< anach rhcmseln-. to .r 
plant. Tlwy onh· love rhc shrub on 
whidr they t:"'" rn the next Janu>H) or 
l·ebnt.U} •• u .1n adult after ma11ng :rnd 
jtrM hdion• they die. 

I he l""'<ribcd burnrng, wh teh 1< 

C.lt'ricd out between /I lay and )trly. 
c.ltthc, the !:'·"'11Dppcr; 31 the nymph 
"'!;"· llw-c rhat do nor perish during 
the burn. generally star>·e. I .owe fmtutl. 
\X'ithout "trip . tire gr.cs;hoppcr 
nymph' Jn uot have the capanry 111 

dispcf\e .rmllind anc>thcr fond pl.11u. 
Alrlrma~;h 1'1/ywdill rcgcncratcs within 
duce u1 fuu1 wccb, ir i~ too hut.• Hl prc.·\'t'IH 

lo~.1l c:xuncdon ol the grasshnppcr. I hi," 
exa(lh• wiiJI h•ppcncd at lour out ol rhc 
five ,;tt.., c\.tuttncd h) Lo"e in 19'>! Nnnc 
of the-e four""'' h.- been rc.:olonc\Ctl 
,incc. IAI\\C '"' ' that because the 
gra"huppcr> ;rrc scnsinve en lire, ~p~~t.rl 

care mu~t be taken wnh fire m:magcmcnl. h 
may he l'""ihlc to burn around the known 
popul.uinn\ lO prmecr rhem rrom late, tlry 
season lire<. 

A, wirlt orhec brightly 'olc>urcd iruccts, 
it ".1~\Utnl-d th.Jt the adult gra'>hlll'f"'" Jtc 
con,p•cUOll\ to ad\·cn•se 10 potrmt.al 

prc.btur' rllJI rhC)· J<C toxic or taste h.1J. In 
tau. rhere "onlv one report of rht 
gr.rqhoppcr hemg t'>W> hy prl'lawr-

A t<·.un led by l'rof<-ssor Bill l'tekering 
of the t hcmi\lrv Dcpartmcnr :u rhc 
Un ivcr,uy nl Quccmlaud i~ <t udyint: the 

Stormwater: finding out who cares 

tltcmic.tl na.rkcup olthc body fluid; of 
Lcidr:uJ t \ ~"•"hopper to rry 10 narrn" 
down a candrdate toxm. One posschrlny" 
that 1hc in\tc..t ingc,t) Jnd wnc.:cmr.lt~' .1 

<OnlJ>ouncl frum l'uymdt,t . 
runh~r \lllllte\ need tO he undertaken 

lel emu« rhc 'urvi\,11 of l.ci.:hJrdt's 
gms.hoppcr, 1 ""'''·'>"·She would like tn 

establish long term mon11oring of.,cvcra l 
popul.uinn,, wuJc llrotectcd a.nd ;.omc 
suscepuhlc to lire. If popularions were m 
hecom~ I<>C"~ ll)• t•xtm<t during the \IUth·. 

tll<'Y <oultl be rcpiJccd by introducinjt 
brecdrng mdt\'rdu.ll; from dscwher<-. 

Contllc't· lynl Dll'r. CVR() Tropmt/ 
Erosysmm RrsNrc-h ( mtrr. l'ric•,ur Bn,t; No 
44. \'f'im,_l/i, Nl' 0821. (089) 22 r If, fit.\ 
(089) .,~ 005.!. 

Tim Tlnvnilts 

FOR THE PAST two years, the Austrahan Research Centre for 
W.tter tn Soctety. part of CSIRO's Dovrston of W<tte Resources at 
Perth. has been studycng the th01 ny rssue of stonnwater 
m~nar,cmenl 

I 000-1500 n:- tdrnces Busrnesses wdtet .mthontoes. counco s, 
schools and communtty groups have also become rnvolved 

In August 1995, the C"ntre produced a report lttled Srounwoter 
Moncgcrncnt "' Auscro o Commol'!lry percept.Jons ot~IU()t'S and 
kJtq,.,ic<lge Thrs presented the find ngs of surveys m Melbourne. 
Bnsi>Jnc. Perth and Sydney, desrgned to gauge communoty ,lt!Jtudes 
to stormwater The surveys quest toned people's awareness of 
stormwatcr as a pollut.lnt. the11 pel'('epttons of the rmportancc of 
stormwatcr management. who they felt should be responsible for 
1ts mandgcment. and their 'willingness to pay' for such scrvtccs. 

The second phase of the research has rnvolved setltng up 
Communoty Catchment Care Groups rn the four cattcs The aam of 
thrs study rs to rnverugate the feasrbrhty or communcty ,nvolvcmcnt 
n stormwater managemcnL Each or the catchment groups rnvolvcs 

'We wrote to almost every person 1n the catchment and told 
them about the study, offenng them the opporiumty to become 
IIWOived ill doff er ent levels,' says Blau Nancarrow. a researcher at 
the centre We wall worl< for mnc months wrth each group. then 
transfer support to local government Oc" envrronmental agencaes. or 
water ~uthont•es.' 

l he centre IS conducttng svrvcys to mcJsure people's know 
ledge and altitudes to the rssue. and whether th1s changes over 
ltme rn 1 esponse to the commumty actrvrty tn thctr area lnfonn 
atron gathered on the logtstrcs and functioning of small community 
groups '" 1 el<~tton to storrnwater m~n~gement wrll contribute to 
recommend~uons for national gUtdcltncs. 
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