Dr Hugh Kirkman from CSIRO's
Division of Marine Research has
returned from a visit to Indonesia with a
caunionary tale for Australans considering
farming seaweed

Kirkman's warning stems from obsery
anons ol a suce ;'\.t.l.1|| seaweed (Fuchema
denticulation) enterprise on the vidal coral
reets of the tiny island of Lambongan. The
seaweed is grown for Japan where it is
processed into carrogeenan, an agar-like

product used as a gelling and thickeming

agent in cosmetics, and as a suspension
medinm i canned and processed foods. 1t

also 1s used 1o produce agar, the culiure base

and gelacin substitute,

Indonesia, along with China, the Phili
ppines, Taiwan, Argentina, Chile Ireland
and Canada, has a strong scaweed industry
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the scaweed-production process on
Lambongan Island and the returns
mercly supplement a largely subsisience
lifestyle,” Kirkman savs. “There is
potential bor some processes to be
mechanised, bur returns comparable o
the commercial farming of \-a,'i:ul.lhlu
such as wAFrols, \..i['l*.]_ﬂl.‘\. .md lettuce
would be necessary ro make similar
farms pay in Auseraha.'

Kirkman also warns of possible
environmental problems. “If enterprises
such as these were intended tor Australia,
the damage done to natural habirarts
would need o be markedly reduced,” he
Says. About seven spec 1es nl'\q.".l:.:[.h\ used to
grow on the reeftops of Lambongan, some
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cxposed arcas, Now, all the seagrass has gone
and the associated juvenile and adulr fish
crustacen and filer feeders also have been
I.LF‘}CII'!{

Kirkman savs acsthetic issues must also

ITL milll‘-ll!l'll'li iT\ prospecive farmers. In
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The Lambengan seaweed plots are carved from
coral debris at the water line. Strings with small
sprigs of seaweed attached are tied across the plots
and after four to six weeks are ready to harvest,

‘Weeds' such as sea lettuce must be removed.
When harvested, the seaweed is laid out on

tarpaulins to dry. The dried seaweed, about a sixth
of the fresh weight, fetches §1 to §2 per kilogram.

In a good year there are eight harvests.

Washingron State US, where nor scaweed

{ a“f.r.r_,'Jf-L.l..' Spe les) wits Erown on ratts near to
beach areas, people living along the
surrounding coast were politically active
enough to have the Firms closed because,

they said, the farms spoiled the view
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The project will model weather patterns

contributing to alr pollution in Hong Kong.
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