
D r llugh Kirkman from C~IRO'< 
lli"~iun of ~lann~ R"'~rd1 h." 

rc1urncc.l trum .a ,bit to lndonc)il \\ith .\ 
(.lutlonary calc for Alhtr:llbn\ t(Ul\ltlcrin!; 

f.1rmm14 "'·"'~ed. 
Kirknun '<warning <tem< from oh,crv

nlions or a successfu l scawt•cd (l"udmml 
dmrimlllrum) enc~rprisc on the cid.tl cor.tl 
reel< oltht· tiny 1sland of I :unl><mg.m. l ht· 
~mwd "grown for Japan "het< it;, 
proc.r;;cd into c.urogecnan, Jn agar-ltk~ 
protht<t u><.xl .1> a gelling .1ml tlutkenmg 
. agt!ru 111 "-"'lllcliu. and ;1..) .1 )lhp<'rlSion 
medrtJrn m c.annt•d ::md l,rut.c,,t'tl fuotl .... h 
.li\O ICi "'ctl eo pro<luc:c .1g:ar. duo i..ttltnr~ b~e 

and f\cl.uin substitute. 
ludont.,.iJ, .uung with c'hin.t. tht· Phili

ppine>. TJi\\J.U. Argcmina. Chile lrd.md 
and C.1n•da, ha< • qmn!\ 'C»\ct•d mdu'll). 
In ( hm.1, 'lt"J\\eed hJrn-,•int: ;, 1hc h.l>i> of 
.tn indmtl) \\Orth more thJ.n SJ()() rnclhon a 
vt·.ar. hu1 c.he-.1p I.Jbour i!r. .u u<o~ t.Orc. 

' 1\f,lfiU,II fJbour i> U>Ctl iu C\CI)' >ICp of 

6 Ecos 90 Sum m'' I 9 9 6 9 r 

the SC3\\CCd·production prOCt'SS 011 

Lambong.1n hl.md and the returns 
mcrdy <upplcmcnt .1 l.rgdy submccncc 
lifcs~ le.' 1\irkrnan S.l)'S. There i• 

The Umbon&"'" seaweed plot:S are c~Ned from 

coral debris u the wat~r line. Strings with small 
potenri.1l fur"""" prcxe,scs to be 
nu:t..h:111 i\4.."tl, hut rclllrll!! comparahlr t·o 

the commcrcoal b rrni ng of vcgcmblc, 

sprigs of seaweed attached arc tied across the plots 

"'d' ·" '-·"~'~~'•· .:.1bba!-\cs. and lenucc 
would he IH .. 't.C~S.try ro make ~imibr 

;and after four to six weeks are ready ro harvesr, 

'W eeds' such a.s se3 lettuce mu st bo removed. 

W hen harvcncd. the seaweed is laid out on 

f~nl\S pay 111 i\usrralia.' 
Kirk man al1o \\'JNl' of pos~iblc 

cm•irunmcnralproblcms. ' If cnrcrpri>r> 
su<h J> these were mtcnded tor i\u<rrah.1 . 
rhc tl.mugc tluuc eo natuml habitat 

u.rpilulins to dry. The dr,ied seaweed. about a siuh 

of the fresh weight, fetch~s SI to S1 per kilognm. 

would need 10 be markedly r~"<lu<~"<l.' he 
says. · i\houc '"''"" >pccie> of seagms< u,cd "' 
gmw on the rcef'tops of Lamboug.tu , ~"" "' 
in rhc pool> .md IH hcrs '"small hcd, in more 
expoS«~ :uc.•J... ow .. all dtt' ~e"'Jgr J~' ha') go m.· 
. md chc l>\OCiJtcd ju,cnilc .Uld adulr li<h , 
crust.ltl".l Jntl filter feeder< al,o h.1w lx'Cn 
dcpl<"t<"<l.' 

1\irknun >J)> acsrhcric t<suc> mu<r al'" 
be cons•dcrcd h)' prmpcuivc fJ.rm<r>. In 

In a good ye.ar there are eight harvests. 

W'ashingcon !>t.lll' lJ~. "here nori seaweed 
(l'orpiJyrrr <pccic,) w." t;mwn on r:tfcs n~ar t<> 

b<'ach "'"·"• l"'"l'lc living ~long the 
surroundint: w.l\t W<'tc policic.1lly 3Ctivc 
t'nough 10 h.l\e the f.trms cloSt"d beau« . 
chcy ,..;d. rh~ l.unh spoiled the \'tew. 
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