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Whale shark
mystery solved

Seeking safer saline basins
F

JUST a quick correction to an article
which appeared in Ecos 91. The article
in question ‘Looking beyond the bite’,
by Chris Viney. refers to the
‘mystery of whale shark
reproduction. It was reported in the
Seprember 1996 edition of National
Geogrophic magazine (Geographica
section) that, in 1995 a pregnant
female whale shark harpooned by a
Taiwanese fisherman was studied by a
team from the National Taiwan
Ocean University, including famous
shark biologist Eugene Clark, and
found to contain 300 near full-term
embryos between 40 ecm and 65 em
in length, 15 of which were still alive,
with one surviving and being kept in
an aquarium in Japan. Thus indicating
the vivaporous nature of the species.
| would appreciate it if you could
pass this information on to Mr Viney,
and, if possible, perhaps to your
readers, some of whom like myself
may have an interest in these
magnificent fish of which so little is

known,

John Abaordi
Teacher in Charge of Biology,
Como Senior High School, WA
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